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McBride Commission
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UNESCO set up an International Commission in 1977 to study the
problems of independent information flow and
Information-communication imbalance in the world, headed by former
Secretary of State for Ireland Sean McBride. A total of 15
communications experts, academics, journalism and broadcasting
experts were made members of this commission, including Canadian
eminent communicator Marshall McLuhan. The McBride Commission
made an in-depth study of the problem of free and balanced flow of
iInformation keeping the need of developing countries in perspective of
the new economy and made 82 important suggestions.
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The McBride Commission presented a preliminary report
at the 20th General Conference of UNESCO in Paris in
October 1978. A session of the Commission on New
Technologies was organized in New Delhi in March 1979
to address the problems identified by India. The McBride
Report, in April 1980, UNESCO Director Ahmedou
Mahtar M. Bo. And was unanimously approved at the 21st

General Conference of UNESCO in Belgrade. The
commission dissolved after presenting the report.
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Objectives of the McBride

Commission-
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Analyzing communication problems in modern societies

@ SFRTIR H1EgH1 3R HRIRT A Heed , 75 Hrenfifhdl & Igg W 99y wa 4

Celied &
Specifically considering the emergence of new technologies related to

mass media and news
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To overcome the communication problems of the countries of the world,

especially the developing and underdeveloped countries.
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Suggesting better according to the objective of the New Worl

Information and Communication System (NWICQO)
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Factors behind the formation of the
McBride Commission
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The developed countries of the West, including the US, have a
monopoly on international information flow.
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Providing favorable information by developed countries through
their news committees
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One-way information flow forcing the information of developed
countries to be accepted by developing countries.
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The information communicated by the news committees of

Western countries is not in conformity with developing
countries
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Promoting the negative side of the developing countries
prominently and the positive side by suppressing or distorting
the information being served by the developed countries
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Understand the information politics of the developed countries
of the developing countries of the third world and to raise the

voice of protest on the world stage.
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New World Information Communication
and Communication System and UNESCO
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The New World Information and Communication System (NUCO) has been
a major factor in the McBride Commission set up by UNESCO. The
fundamental issues of imbalance in global communication were being

discussed extensively in the 70s. A 1964 study by American media scholar
Wilbur Schram found that -
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The flow of news between Nations is weak.
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Information and communication are given attention to developed
countries but less developed countries are not paid attention.
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Important events are ignored and reality is distorted.
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The concerns expressed by Wilbur Schram and other communications
scholars about the imbalance of information and communication in the
world were raised by the Non-Alighed Movement in the 197/0s itself
and there was a lot of debate within the UN and UNESCO. As a result,
in 1976, for the first time, the slogan "New World Information and
Communication System" was explicitly proposed. The United Nations
Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has been
associated with Newco since the beginning of this discussion.
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UNESCO played an important role in the establishment of the New World
Information and Communication System (NewCo), being a major center of
discussion based on international communication system. To accomplish
these objectives, he did a great job of setting up the McBride Commission.
Also in the UNESCO General session in 1980, the following guidelines for

the new world information and communication system were set:

1. T HAR AT H ATH IRIge Pl THTH H=AT|
To eliminate the imbalance in the existing communication system.

2. fIeRT Ud @13t & Faad JaTe U9 I9d [RAR H 37 dTel! JTemati ol 5
To remove the barriers to the free flow of ideas and information and its
expansion.

3. AT P TS U HTETHT P AT § gfeg P
To increase the number of means and mediums of information
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To ensure complete freedom of information and expression.
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To ensure the right of every person to participate in the
Information and communication system
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To eliminate the negative effects of monopolistic, public,
private and highly centralized system.
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Enhancing equipment and training to developing countries
to their potential.
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Respect for the right to maintain the cultural identity of the
people and to inform each country about its wider social and

cultural interest to the world.
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Ensuring responsible freedom of journalists and people
connected with media.
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To respect individual rights in the context of international
exchange of information.
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McBride Commission: Important facts-
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The McBride report expressed concern over the imperialist and

monopolistic dominance of Western media.
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The report was presented by UNESCO at the Belgrade conference.
Meanwhile, developed countries in the West refused to accept the McBride
Commission's suggestions.
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The McBride Commission suggested that - 'Media should be used as tools of
social or economic policy'. Whereas Western countries argued that - 'Media
should determine its own purpose and the criteria for implementation, not
governments or international organizations.
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Member countries were called upon to develop their national
communication capabilities at the Belgrade meeting.
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Keeping part of the strategy of development of communication
keeping in mind the basic need to protect freedom of thought,
expression and information.
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UNESCO is expected to play a pivotal role in identifying and
resolving problems in the new field of information and
communication.
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The United States was the first to oppose international law in the
context of international communication and information flow and it

broke away from UNESCO. Later Britain too started following the
path of America and it too fell apart.
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The McBride Report had strong international support, was
condemned by the United States and Britain as an attack on
freedom of the press, and the two countries withdrew from

UNESCO in protest against 1984 and 1985 respectively (although
both countries Later joined UNESCO)
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The members of the MacBride Commission

WeEre:

2-Hu ert Beuve- Mery (France)
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4-Gabriel Garcia Marquez (Colombia)
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5-Sergei Losev (Soviet Union)
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6-Mochtar Lubis (Indonesia)
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7-Mustapha Masmoudi (Tunisia)
TR Al (STTer)

8-Michio Nagai (Japan)
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9-Fred Isaac Akparuaro Omu (Nigeria)
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10-Bogdan Osolnik (Yugoslavia)
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11-Gamal El Oteifi (Egypt)
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12-Johannes Pieter Pronk (Netherlands)
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13-Juan Somavia (Chile)
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14-Boabli George Verghese (India)
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15-Betty Zimmerman (Canada), in substitution of
Marshal McLuhan, then il
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McBride Report
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(McBride Comm|55|on UNESCO Director Ahmedou Mahatar M. Bo.
Submitted detailed report in 1980 with 82 important suggestions.
The name of the report was 'Many voices, one world'. Following are
some important suggestions of the report)

1- Hif&T T Teprure, HifST T ATGARIART 3R T R FaR b Iy
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Media concentration, commercialization of media and free flow of
iInformation without any distinction between developed and
developing countries for information and communication.
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2- 9Tel Al TR F1HRaT A 59 & fol HaR & SAleheiH el 3R ISR Hifed
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Democratization of communication and strengthening national
media to avoid dependence on external sources
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Emphasis should be given to promoting Internet-based technologies
as a medium in developing and underdeveloped countries.
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Promote policies directed towards the comparative advantage or

dominance of broadcasting and newspaper companies along with

the telecommunications market, liberalization of monopoly powers.




................ McBride report

5- RIS H 1 &l I ThRIHD JHTai b Ufcl Fd fbdm a1 il #HHfSaT Teprrdl Jh
3ﬁ? clinpdallAD 1A IVl b %Q@IT‘RT% |

The report made the world aware of the negative effects that media
concentration poses and threatens democratic societies.
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International organizations should pay special attention to the
communication, information and cultural implications of their activities to the

United Nations.
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The guidelines or code of conduct for the activities of international

corporations in the field of communication should be well developed.
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Limiting the power and control of major communication corporations of the

world, so that countries with information power are empowered to develop

and implement national information and communication policies.
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Satellites broadcasting across national borders (across country
borders) should be installed.

10. FAR UENfdhl & A= ygeien o o 3R U

Control and administration of various aspects of communication
technology.

11. AR hl
faepraafiel 37k HH% ﬂfﬁqgﬂg\ﬁm 3TIHY &

Access to international news agencies
To the developing and underdeveloped countries as well.

13. [qepfd iR faepraeiiel o1 & s FHRR / DRI / T &l ety
UdTE & folU JMaeTd BHRIATs! dhl 9V |

Necessary actions should be taken for smooth flow of news /
programs / information between developed and developing
countries.
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Effects of McBride Report
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After the McBride report went public, the developed countries of the world,
especially the United States and Britain, went through a lot of exasperation. He
was not happy with the report and after its implementation, his monopoly over
information and communication system seemed to be ending. Even these
countries separated from UNESCO at that time. However, all the points of the
report could not be implemented due to the protest. But the publication of this
report opened the eyes of developing countries of the world and many steps were
taken for self-reliance on information and communication system. Also, the flow
of information and communication technology increased between countries so
that information flow to the common man. In the area of international
communication, the dominance of developed countries gradually declined.
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